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“CAMEROON GOVERNANCE SURVEY”:

QUESTIONING OUR WAY TO GOOD GOVERNANCE,
ACCOUNTABILITY & DEMOCRACY

V

alid objective persistent questioning by
society of the rules and policies governing
man, wherever he finds himself have
been and continue to be the basis upon which
democratic ideals, democratic institutions and
democratic nations are built. Issues like the rule
of law, accountability and good governance are
rare phenomena in societies, which are void
of an inquisitive populace or in states where
dissent is not tolerated.
The absence or weakness therefore of this

rigorous approach - to
building free societies - in
most
African
countries
accounts for the high levels
of political corruption, wars,
mismanagement of public
funds, rising inequality and an
almost complete dependence
on the benevolence of the
western world. The approach
to governance in most
African nations is that which
if sustained, the economic
vice of poverty will never
be significantly reduced.
Authority pleasing, question
suppressing,
and
rule
following. It is an approach to
life and a system of education,
which have served to provide
many of these countries
with assembly line workers,
a less than productive
bloated civil service and an
almost unlimited number of
bureaucrats. This approach
has done nothing to prepare
the African continent for what most would
term “The African Renaissance”.
Many Cameroonians particularly have, in the
frustration of bad governance been tempted
to ask, “What is the meaning of life?” The valid
and more objective question should be, “How
can I make life more meaningful than it is now?”
There is no truer answer to this question than,
By Questioning Authority and the relevance of
policies implemented in this country.

In this light, the Nkafu Policy Institute of the
Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation* in a
governance survey conducted throughout the
national territory has established with a 95%
likelihood, that between 60% and 68% (taking
into account the margin of error) are for a
return to the federal system of governance.
Also, between 86% and 94% of Cameroonians
are unsatisfied with the state of the economy
and do not believe that current policies will
help the country make any strides in terms
of development. Furthermore, 83% to 91%
of Cameroonians completely lack trust in
the electoral system of the country and
recommend a complete overhaul. A majority of
Cameroonians, between 90% and 98% favor a
maximum of two terms presidential mandate
and finally, 88% to 96% of Cameroonians prefer
that governors be elected and not appointed.
It is only by persistently putting the questions
out that we realize how disconnected the ruling
elite seem to be from the citizens who “elected”
them to office. That notwithstanding, this is a
clarion call to all Cameroonians of goodwill to
seek the truth. It is only in doing so, that we will
build a better future for ourselves or at least for
our children. An insatiable quest for the truth
and common interest is what will open the
doors to real freedoms and an attainment of
what we can only dream of now; a democratic
and prosperous nation. A nation governed by
the rule of law and leaders whose actions will
stay alive to inspire future generations.
By Nsaikila Melaine

“Cameroon Governance Survey” results are
available on http://bit.ly/2v23NE1
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La quête de bonne gouvernance

au Cameroun

L

e Cameroun est en proie depuis l’année
2016 à des situations diverses qui
tendent à remettre en cause son modèle
économique et certaines de ses politiques.
En marge de la guerre contre la secte Boko
Haram qui perdure, on peut notamment
évoquer l’augmentation du nombre
de réfugiés fuyant la guerre dans les
pays voisins, l’essor des mouvements
populaires contre le Franc CFA, la baisse
du prix du cacao, la mise en exécution de la
première étape de l’Accord de Partenariat
Economique avec l’Union Européenne,
l’identification des pratiques de fraude
au sein des administrations augmentant
la dépense publique et la vague de
contestation dans les zones anglophones.
Ces faits questionnent certains principes
de gouvernance tels que la reddition de
comptes, la lutte contre la corruption,
le développement durable, la gestion
efficace des ressources, la légitimité et le
respect des droits de l’Homme.

confiance en le système électoral.
A travers son enquête nommée « Enquête
sur la Gouvernance au Cameroun », le Nkafu
Policy Institute ne prétend pas répondre à
toutes les problématiques liées à la bonne

Pour ce qui est de la démocratie, 72, 13%
des participants pensent que le pays ne
s’arrime pas aux idéaux démocratiques.
Pour ce qui des Gouverneurs des Régions,
91,8% sont contre les nominations et
préfèrent qu’ils soient désignés par
voie électorale; 75,2% des personnes se
réclamant du RDPC en pensent autant.
S’agissant de la gestion budgétaire des
Régions, plus de 9 Camerounais sur
10 (soit 93, 5%) militent en faveur de
l’autonomie de ces unités administratives.
En ce qui concerne le nombre de mandats
présidentiels, 94,8% des personnes
interrogées s’accordent sur le principe de
la limitation. Près de 83.9% préfèrent que
ce mandat soit renouvelable une seule
fois. Par contre, 10,9% veulent un mandat
d’un terme non renouvelable. L’enquête
n’a pas abordé la problématique de la
durée desdits mandats.

De loin l’une des situations les plus
préoccupantes du moment, la crise
anglophone a, après avoir soulevé les
passions, poussé des acteurs sociaux de
tous bords à se poser la question de savoir
quel système de gouvernement serait le
plus approprié pour le développement du
Cameroun.
Cette préoccupation a poussé le Nkafu
Policy Institute, think tank appartenant
à la Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation,
à conduire une enquête d’opinion afin
de connaitre la tendance de pensée des
citoyens sur cette thématique clé affectant
la vie de la nation. Aussi, sa recherche a
fait naître des questions subsidiaires portant
en l’occurrence sur l’état de la démocratie
au Cameroun, le mandat présidentiel, la
nomination des gouverneurs de régions,
la satisfaction par rapport à la situation
économique du Cameroun, l’autonomie de
gestion budgétaire des régions ou encore la

mis en exergue le fait que 9 Camerounais
sur 10, soit 90, 72%, ne sont pas satisfaits
des performances économiques du pays
tandis que 89% autres considèrent que le
gouvernement en place ne peut changer
la donne. La majorité des personnes
interviewées, soit 60,2% affirment
préférer un système fédéral, en lieu et
place de l’état unitaire très centralisé
actuel.

gouvernance, mais s’intéresse
à celles
nées de la crise anglophone c’est-à-dire la
légitimité et le respect des droits de l’Homme.
Au total, 669 Camerounais âgés d’au moins
20 ans et issus des 10 régions du pays y ont
participé, l’enquête ayant une marge d’erreur
de +/- 4 points de pourcentage. L’étude a

Des données collectées et détaillées dans
le rapport il ressort que le gouvernement
du Cameroun devrait prendre des
mesures appropriées susceptibles de
permettre un changement vers un mieuxêtre et vivre ensemble. Dans le cadre
de l’étude menée, le Nkafu Policy Instute a
mobilisé des moyens en adéquation avec ses
capacités financières et techniques.
Par Patience Ombick

L’intégralité des résultats de l’«Enquête
sur la gouvernance au Cameroun » est
disponible sur http://bit.ly/2w34ABW
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“CAMEROON GOVERNANCE SURVEY”:
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Tazemil Ltd is a Cameroonian corporation that operates in the
food industry. One of the leading poultry farms in the country.

It doesn’t get better than this!

Federal’s Street, Buea - Cameroon
Tel: +237 - 673 53 60 32 / 696 97 22 47 / 674 47 35 17
Email: info@tazemil.com

www.tazemil.com
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ECHOES OF THE MONTH

Nkafu Policy Institute
Celebrates MANDELA DAY

O

ur Think Tank, Nkafu Policy Institute,
joined the international community
to celebrate the Nelson Mandela
International Day, also known as Mandela
Day. Institutionalized by the United Nations in
2009, the day is a call for all to celebrate the life
and achievements of the Anti-Apartheid Hero.
The 2017 theme “Take Action, Inspire Change”
laid emphasis on making a difference in every
community; by drawing inspiration from
Mandela’s life as a human rights advocate,
international peacemaker, political prisoner
and pioneer black President of post-apartheid
South Africa; among other roles he assumed.
It is in this light that a one-day debate on the
theme: “Nelson Mandela’s Legacy-Lessons
for Cameroon” brought together lovers of
democracy and good governance in Yaounde.
Three panelists gave a talk each on topical
issues especially values Cameroon as a nation
can draw from the South African experience
inspired by Mandela.
Professor Jean-Emmanuel Pondi, an
international relations specialist and Vice Dean
of the University of Yaounde 1; gave a detailed
presentation on the life of Nelson Rolihlahla
Mandela: his upbringing, socio-political
activism, which should spur Cameroonian

youth to become more reactive in response to
daily societal challenges.
He was queued by Professor Elizabeth
Tamajong, who shared first-hand experience
on and knowledge of the realities of
governance and democracy related issues
in Cameroon. This was in the form of a
comparative study of (post) Apartheid South
Africa vs present-day Cameroon presently
rocked by civil unrest in North West and South
West Regions. The Anglophone problem was
an expected guest, that suitable found its way
to the debate table, especially owing to what
many termed “government’s aloofness” to the
plight of its people.
In closing the day, Dr. Pierre Alaka Alaka dwelt
on the relationship between governance and
democracy in the fight against poverty. Owing
that the enhancement of living standards rests
on sound governance, his interactive session
enabled the audience to revisit Cameroon’s
economic outlook meanwhile proposing
actionable solutions towards developing the
nation. The also emphasized the need for
concrete implementation of the universal
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
		
By Laure Nganlay

BRIEF DESCRIPTION :
Nelson Mandela International Day
In November 2009, the UN General Assembly
declared 18 July “Nelson Mandela International
Day” in recognition of the former South African
President’s contribution to the culture of peace
and freedom.
General Assembly resolution A/RES/64/13
recognizes Nelson Mandela’s values and his
dedication to the service of humanity, in the fields
of conflict resolution, race relations, the promotion
and protection of human rights, reconciliation,
gender equality and the rights of children and
other vulnerable groups, as well as the fight
against poverty and the promotion of social justice.
It acknowledges his contribution to the struggle for
democracy internationally and the promotion of a
culture of peace throughout the world.
Nelson Mandela Rules
In December 2015, the General Assembly
decided to extend the scope of Nelson Mandela
International Day to also be utilized in order to
promote humane conditions of imprisonment, to
raise awareness about prisoners being a continuous
part of society and to value the work of prison staff
as a social service of particular importance.
General Assembly resolution A/RES/70/175 not
only adopted the revised United Nations Standard
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners,
but also approved that they should be known as
the “Nelson Mandela Rules” in order to honor the
legacy of the late President of South Africa, who
spent 27 years in prison in the course of his struggle
referred to above.

Source: www.un.org
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AFRICA LIBERTY FORUM 2017

A

tlas Network’s Africa
Liberty Forum 2017
in
Johannesburg
brought together friends
of the freedom movement
across Africa to discuss
challenges facing the region
and to learn from one another
how to most effectively
advance
free-market
reforms. The US-based nonprofit organization’s Chief
Executive Officer, Brad Lips,
chaired the opening of the
event co-hosted by Free

Market Foundation.
Highlights of the May 23 to 25, session
were key note speeches and interactive
sessions to strengthen civil society efforts
to move public policy in the direction of
greater freedom. The Regional Liberty
Awards winners were honored during a
gala evening. The distinction celebrates
the most successful projects by Atlas
Network partners. Our Co-Chairs, Dr.
Denis and Mrs. Lenora Foretia were both
in South Africa to attend the fellowship.
#AFRICALF17
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Why Cameroon Should as a Matter of Urgency,
pull out of the CFA Franc Zone

I

n his book titled “The Road to Serfdom”
published in 1994, Frederick Hayek
posits that ‘…money is one of the
greatest instruments of freedom ever
invented by man’. For it is ‘money which in
modern society opens up an outstanding
range of choice to the poor man, a range
which not many generations ago was
open only to the wealthy’. By implication,
Hayek informs us that money can be used
by whoever controls it to suppress the
freedoms of individuals, countries or an
entire continent. This therefore perfectly
gives perspective to the words of former
French Finance minister, quoted in Le
Monde, 9 February 1990 as saying ‘money
is not a technical issue but a political
one which affects the sovereignty and
independence of nations’.
For almost fifty-eight years, Cameroon
in particular and other nations of the
CFA Franc zone have witnessed the
extent to which money as an instrument
of freedom or deprivation thereof,
has been used to control and pilfer its
economic fortunes. Introduced and
institutionalized as the legal tender of
14 African countries today, the CFA Franc
has failed to deliver on all but one of its
supposed benefits. Keeping inflation in
check. Growth since the economic slump
of the late 80s has remained lackluster.
The 1994 devaluation came on the heels
of a bloated civil service, which needed
to be downsized. An overvalued currency,
taking into consideration a decline in its
demand and a persistent drop in foreign
revenues and reserves brought about by
a contraction in commodity prices upon
which Cameroon depended.
This is not to say that these problems
were unique to Cameroon alone or
only the Countries of the CFA Franc
zone. Sub-Saharan Africa as a whole
depended – and some countries today
still depend - on commodity exports. All,
if not most countries suffered from the

decline in commodity prices but with
the leverage that comes with the control
of monetary policy and the issuance of
currency, countries like Ghana, Nigeria,
South Africa, Kenya and most recently
Rwanda have weathered the storm. These
countries in spite of the difficulties have

implemented economic reforms that
have diversified their economies. Nigeria
leads in terms of entertainment. Rwanda,
with the scars of a genocide still vivid like
it happened yesterday, is the hub of ICT
investments with ambitious projects like
drone delivery of medical supplies and
the ‘One Laptop per Child Policy’.
From the perspective of an ordinary
citizen with little or no knowledge of
currency management or how the CFA
Franc agreements work, being in the Franc
zone and not being able to make strides in
development are totally disconnected and
mutually exclusive. That is not the case.
With the 65% reserve requirement in the

French Treasury, the liquidity constraints
in the CFA Franc zone countries become
even more severe. Innovators face uphill
hurdles securing finance to push through
with their innovations. This in itself
truncates the growth of the middle class,
increases dependency on governments
and ‘subdues’ any attempt at long-term
economic growth. As a result, Cameroon
and other countries of the zone
accumulated and continue to secure
huge debts from the World Bank, IMF
and other countries at exorbitant interest
rates. Even more disturbing, though the
BEAC governor has denied it, is the fact
that there is a looming devaluation, which
may worsen the economic difficulties of
the times.
If for nothing else, keeping aside the other
controversial conditions of being part of
the Franc zone, the reserve Cameroon is
compelled to keep at the French treasury
should be a major reason for pulling out
of the zone. Trade limitations with the
other countries of West Africa, a second
reason. Finally, experience teaches best.
Like Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya and a host
of others, it is only by issuing our own
currency that we may learn the difficulties
and or benefits of doing so. To achieve all
of this, our leaders on their part must be
ready to put the good of the country ahead
of personal interests. Democratic reforms
are a sine qua none. If not, we will forever
remain an impoverished nation. Toiling
hard in servitude, for the embezzlers and
the colonial masters, France. We would
have been deprived forever as a nation
of the liberties brought about by this
ingenious innovation of modern man.
Money, hence monetary autonomy.
By Melaine Nsaikila
Economic Policy Analyst
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Article
LE MONDE S’EFFONDRE
C’est en ces termes que s’ouvre le roman épique de Chinua Achebe, « Le
monde s’effondre », paru en 1958. C’est en fait un extrait du poème de
W.B. Yeats, intitulé « La seconde venue ». Le roman de Chinua Achebe
traite plus ou moins de la transition du Nigeria colonial à l’indépendance,
vue à travers la vie d’Okonkwo, un lutteur de la tribu Igbo.

Barrister AKERE MUNA

THINGS FALL APART

It is in these terms that Chinua Achebe starts his epic novel, Things Fall
Apart, written in 1958. It is, in fact, an excerpt of the poem by W.B. Yates,
“The Second Coming”. Chinua Achebe’s novel is more or less about the
transition from colonial Nigeria to independence, viewed through the life
of Okonkwo, an Igbo wrestler.
Cameroon is itself at the crossroads of a transition and, whether we
accept it or not, the signs are glaring. A population, of which 70% is
under 30 years and worried about its tomorrow, is slowly choking under
the stranglehold of a group of oligarchs whose only worry is about today
and their self-preservation, totally oblivious to the inevitable nature of
change: that today is tomorrow’s yesterday, and tomorrow always comes.
(...) They see that the center can no longer hold because things are falling
apart. However, it is not too late to change our course.

Le Cameroun se trouve lui aussi au carrefour d’une transition dont les
signes, que nous les acceptions ou non, crèvent. Une population, âgée
à 70 % de moins de 30 ans, soucieuse du lendemain, se voit accablée
jour après jour sous l’emprise d’une clique d’oligarques dont le seul souci
est le temps présent et la préservation de soi. Une clique totalement
inconsciente du caractère inexorable du changement: aujourd’hui, est le
demain d’hier, et demain fini toujours par arriver.

(...) Ils se rendent compte que le centre ne peut plus tenir parce
que tout s’effondre. Il n’est cependant pas trop tard pour changer
de cap.

Read full article on: http://www.foretiafoundation.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/07/Akere-Muna_THINGS-FALL-APARTmin.pdf

Economie numérique au Cameroun:
challenges et perspectives
Aujourd’hui la numérisation irrigue tous les secteurs de l’économie mondiale. Le secteur des
technologies de l’information et de la communication (TIC) est devenu un segment majeur de
l’économie des principaux pays industrialisés avec une contribution directe de 5,9 % du PIB en
Europe et 7,5 % aux États-Unis en 2015 (Commission Européenne 2015). Par contre, la croissance
du secteur des télécoms représentait environ 5% en Afrique en 2008 (Tcheng 2008) et le
développement du numérique semble y être un des sujets majeurs de débats publics.

(...)
L’analyse de la situation économique du Cameroun concernant le secteur numérique
et celle de certains pays africains nous a permis de constater que le pays a accumulé
un grand retard. Le gouvernement camerounais se doit donc de mettre en place des
politiques objectives et efficaces en vue de rattraper cet écart.
L’intégralité de l’analyse sur l’«Economie numérique au Cameroun: challenges et
perspectives » est disponible sur : http://www.foretiafoundation.org

By Gaelle Dejo

TEAM MEMBER OF THE MONTH
Our team member of the month of July 2017 is Melaine Nsaikila. He is the Economic
Policy Analyst at our Think Tank, the Nkafu Poilicy Institute. For several months, Melaine
coordinated our research project named “Cameroon Governance Survey,” a poll of over
600 Cameroonian’s opinions on the state of the country. The entire team expresses its
congratulations to him and wishes him to keep up the spirit.
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INTERVEW
The absence of political goodwill from the Cameroon government is exacerbating the multiple crisis facing Cameroon today says Dr Denis
Foretia, a U.S based Surgeon and Co-Chair of the Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation. Foretia, a Senior Fellow with the Nkafu Policy Institute of
the Foretia Foundation says the present Anglophone crisis in Cameroon would not have escalated to this point had the government shown a
genuine political will in seeking concrete solutions. Read on...

‘‘CRISIS PRONE CAMEROON NEEDS MORE POLITICAL
GOODWILL FROM ITS GOVERNMENT’’- Dr Denis Foretia
on the issue of federation and by a wide margin,
Cameroonians prefer a federation as a form
of government. The majority of Francophone
Cameroonian preferred a federation where
Governors are democratically elected to
the current highly centralized presidential
appointment system. This finding is stunning given
the fact that the government has been trying to
equate a federation with secession. The other
dramatic findings in this study is that more than
90 percent of Cameroonians believe the economy
is headed in the wrong and they equally do not
believe this president and his government can
make things better.

Your Foundation is one of the credible think tanks
that did some work on the Anglophone crisis; can
you share your findings?
As you well know, our foundation and our think
tank, the Nkafu Policy Institute, is very much
involved in looking for policy solutions that would
allow all Cameroonians to pursue their Godgiven talents to the fullest and therefore we are
naturally very interested in the creation of a free
and democratic country. The Anglophone crisis
today, in its current form, has put our country at
a crossroads: the government can either accept
profound change or continue down a chaotic path.
It’s as simple as that.
We conducted a scientific public opinion survey

There seems to be no end in sight yet for the crisis,
from your observations what do see as a possible
way out, what options does the government
have?
We all know fully well that this problem would
have been solved a long time ago if there was any
political will. The main issue right now is that the
government has seriously underestimated the
collective determination of Anglophones to no
longer be treated as second-class citizens in their
country. When I look at the situation, which by the
way I do every day, I see a government that’s failing
to understand that the Anglophone intelligentsia is
much broader and deep compared to what it was
in the 1990s. You have classically what I describe
as Second-Generation problems – which means
that the second generation of Anglophones,
those in the 20 – 45 age range have no interests in

succumbing to the systematic marginalization that
their parents endured. They are and if history serves
us right, they will continue aggressive posturing
against the State until a semblance of equality and
individual freedoms is achieved. Let’s not forget
that it was the generation that came after Nelson
Mandela and Oliver Tambo, a generation that
was much less willing to conform to governmentimposed inequality, it was this generation – the
Second Generation, that ultimately forced the
Apartheid government to pursue fundamental
change. My hope is that our government will
soon recognize this. The continued incarceration
of Barrister Balla, Dr. Fontem, Justice Ayah Paul
and others indicates to me the government is still
trying to figure out a plan. It does not yet realize
that presidential decrees are meaningless to the
Anglophone population given the fact that their
brothers remain incarcerated and many more are
on the run. If we really want to build a country
united in its diversity then the only option is for the
President to initiate a process that would lead to
a transitional government. Every other option is
suboptimal and fraught with strong possibilities of
serious chaotic outcomes.

Interviewed by
Ajong Mbapndah L
Read
full
interview:
https://legideon.org/
index.php?page=view/article/14/Crisis-ProneCameroon-Needs-More-Political-Goodwill-From-ItsGovernment-Dr-Denis-Foretia
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