
Launching ceremony of the Foretia Scholarship 
and STEM Prize programs in Kumba 



In its usual unique fashion, grandeur and 
eighteen year old tradition, the 18th Annual 

Africa Business Conference organized by 
the Africa Business Club at Harvard Business 
School was held in Boston, Massachusetts 
from February 26th to February 28th2016. 

With the theme “UNITE. INNOVATE. DIS-
RUPT: HOME GROWN MODELS FOR AFRICA’S 
PROSPERITY”, the conference, as in previous 
years aimed at taking a different stance from 
the mainstream media narrative of depicting 
Africa as only a continent of challenges to 
that of both challenges and innovation. This 
perhaps is to reiterate the fact (as stated by 
the legendary Albert Einstein) that “…In the 

middle of difficulty, lies opportunity”. With 
distinguished keynote speakers in the likes 
of Paul Kagame - President of the Republic of 
Rwanda and Makhtar Diop - Vice President 
for Africa at the World Bank, among others 
the conference brought together participants 
from both the diaspora and the African conti-
nent who are passionate about business op-
portunities in Africa and convinced they can 
have a positive impact on the continent.

Featuring panel topics such as Entrepreneur-
ship, healthcare & education as well as 
leadership, the conference couldn’t go 
unattended by Dr. and Mrs. Denis Foretia; 
co-founders of Denis & Lenora Foretia Foun-

dation - who represented the foundation 
and intervened occasionally  with questions 
related to the areas of interest core to the ob-
jectives of the foundation. Headquartered in 
Cameroon, the foundation in its four years of 
existence runs a total of six programs which 
are already having a measurable positive im-
pact in Cameroon. It is therefore but logical 
that participating this conference equipped 
the Dr. and Mrs. Denis Foretia with more 
ideas relevant to the continuous improve-
ment in the quality of programs, influence 
in shaping policy and  overall output of the 
foundation.

                 By Melaine Nsaikila

Harvard African Business Conference 2016
Showcasing Africa’s Innovative prowess

The President of the Republic of Rwanda was invited as a guest speaker
His Excellency Paul KAGAME

Dr Denis and his wife Lenora at the Conference



Announcement

 To Become a Volunteer  at the Denis and Lenora 
Foretia Foundation, Contact us!

About 100m from Brigade Mendong toward MAETUR, IRESCO building 2nd Floor 
BP 14315 Yaounde, Cameroon 

Tel: +237 - 222 31 15 84  / Email: info@foretiafoundation.org
Web site: www.foretiafoundation.org

Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation 
Cameroon volunteering opportunities

Do you feel passionately about big is-
sues like Education, Entrepreneur-

ship, Healthcare Innovation, Economic 
Development, Leadership, Policy and 
sustainable services?
Are you looking to get more involved in 
our activities?

Do you enjoy working with skilled 
professionals?
Are you passionate about big is-
sues affecting the society today 
and building awareness and self-
confidence to cope with the chal-
lenges of tomorrow?
Would you like to be part of Den-
is & Lenora Foretia Foundation 
Cameroon based on equality and 
co-operation working with young 
people for a sustainable world? 
Have you been looking to gain 
the experience and knowledge of 
being a volunteer butdon’t have 
the time to give up your work or 
study?

If this sounds like you Denis & 
Lenora Foretia Foundation 
Cameroon needs you!

Denis & Lenora Foretia Founda-
tion Cameroon is a registered 
non-profit organization offer-

ing you the opportunity to help build 
a fairer, more sustainable world and 
profitable career for all.  We run devel-
opment programs and are looking for 
enthusiastic Volunteer to get involved 
from 02 to 06 months. Over the volun-

teering period you will gain in-depth 
experience and knowledge of how our 
unique program activities work. You 
will also build relationships with other 
volunteers and members of other com-
munities.

We understand that your time, skills 
and enthusiasm are precious so we 
want you to get the most out of your 
experience and knowledge with us. 
There are many aspects of the organi-
zation you can choose to get involved 
with; from working directly with the 
program that suits YOU! This is a great 
opportunity to learn new skills and 
knowledge, give back to your commu-
nity and add to your CV! You may also 
be given the opportunity to perform or 
execute field activities within our tar-
get areas. 
If you are a good communicator who 
shares our values of Integrity, Innova-
tion, Leadership, Think Big and Diver-
sity Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation 
Cameroon invites you to get in touch. 

                 By Kamga Hilaire
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Commemoration of the International 
Women’s Day at the Foundation, 31st Edition

In Cameroon, the event was marked 
in major cities of the country by the 

traditional parade.
In the capital city, the Minister of 
Women's Empowerment and Family, 
chaired the parade as personal rep-
resentative of the First Lady, Chantal 
Biya. Marie Thérèse Abena Ondoa 
proceeded to the release of doves as a 
sign of peace in the country.
As in many countries, 8 March is an 

opportunity for Cameroonians to take 
stock of progress in favor of women's 
rights; to call for change and to cele-
brate acts of courage and determina-
tion made by women who have played 
an extraordinary role in the history of 
their country and their community.
The day was marked at the Foretia 
Foundation by a cocktail offered by 
the Board members and festivities in-
herent in the festive mood related to 

March 8. Ahead of International 
Women's Day, the Foundation par-
ticipated in other events to celebrate 
this 31st edition, more precisely the 
roundtable organized by the Ministry 
of Women's Empowerment and the 
Family on 
February 29th, 2016.

                   By Julienne Nouetchognou

Announcement
 Job Offer
The following position(s) is(are) currently available :
 * Volunteers
 * Development Policy Analyst
 * Research Assistant - Economic Policy

     Contact us : info@foretiafoundation.org
http://www.foretiafoundation.org/careers/

The Foundation is proud of its staff and the exciting career opportu-
nities that exist at the Foundation. Our staff regularly has the 
opportunity to participate directly in our efforts to enhance and 
enrich the quality of life of individuals and their communities. We 
invite prospective applicants to view position announcements and, 
if appropriate, submit a resume, cover letter and references to the 
appropriate personnel.



Le programme HEALTH INITIATIVE 
L’amélioration des politiques publiques de santé est une condition de  développement durable, 
un défi de l’heure pour l’Afrique et une  préoccupation avérée de la Denis & Lenora Foretia 
Foundation. Au  travers de ce programme, nous mettons en œuvre des projets allant dans  
le sens de l’amélioration de l’accès des populations aux services de  santé essentiels, du 
renforcement des capacités du personnel de  santé, de l’amélioration des infrastructures de santé, de 
l’essor  d’une véritable politique d’assurance maladie, entre autres. Aussi,  les questions liées à la sé-
curité alimentaire et à la lutte contre la  mortalité infantile n’échappent pas à notre regard stratégique.

On the 31st of March, 2016, the 
Denis & Lenora Foretia Founda-

tion launched the Foretia Scholarship 
and STEM Prize programs in the City of 
Kumba. The launching ceremony took 
place at the Cameroon College of Arts 
and Science (CCAS), in the presence 
of responsibles, teachers, representa-
tives and students of various school in-
cluding CCAS kumba and Government 
Bilingual High School (GBHS), giving a 
total of 20 participants.

This launching ceremony was a memo-

rable occasion not only to the life of the 
Foundation, but also to an ex-student 
of CCAS Kumba, Achale Clinton Orock, 
the First student to benefit from the 
Foretia scholarship. He is an ex-student 
from the Cameroon College of Arts and 
Sciences, CCAS Kumba and presently a 
Medical student at the Faculty of Health 
Sciences, University of Buea.

Students and schools representatives 
sensitized in Kumba about the STEM 
prize and the Scholarship program 
showed high interest and motivation. 

They engage their selves in helping the 
Foundation to identify the “Achales” of 
their  community and encourage 
talented students to submit their pro-
ject to the STEM competition. For stu-
dents sensitized, these opportunities 
offered by the Foundation is an extra 
motivation for them to perform well at 
school.
All participants were very attentive 
and showed interest to conditions and 
what the STEM competition include.

                    By Julienne Nouetchognou

Launching ceremony in Kumba 
FORETIA SCHOLARSHIP AND STEM PRIZE PROGRAMS



Thématique d’ouverture : 
Etat des lieux du secteur industriel au 
Cameroun : Enjeux et Défis. 

Thème 1 : Cadre juridique et institu-
tionnel du développement des struc-
tures industrielles au Cameroun.

Thème 2 : Quel rôle devraient jouer 
les structures de financements privés 
et publiques dans le développement 

du tissus industriel au Cameroun ?

Thème 3 : Comment conduire une 
industrialisation durable de l’économie 
camerounaise ? 

Thème 4 : Quelle industrialisation 
pour l’émergence à l’horizon 2035 du 
Cameroun ?

Près de deux (200) participants de la so-

ciété civile, des services des ministères 
concernés, des universitaires, des 
représentations diplomatiques, des 
représentants des organisations in-
ternationales, des acteurs du secteur 
privé et des responsables de structures 
financières sont attendus.

La Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation 
sera ravie de vous compter parmi ses 
participants.

Forum on
Cameroon’s Idustrialization

of Cameroon at Yaounde, 8:00 AM
21st of April 2016 at the Chamber of Commerce

Les thématiques qui seront abordées sont les suivantes :

You can give today
The way to help young talented underprivileged 
individuals. The Opportunity Fund (supporting 
full scholarship for our young scholars)
http://www.foretiafoundation.org/give-today/



Le Crowdfunding, un mode de 
financement alternatif pour les entrepreneurs 
au Cameroun

ZERO DISCRIMINATION, ARE WE THERE?

Article

Des difficultés de financement réelles pour les starts-up et les PME camerounaises

Les difficultés liées à l’acquisition des financements par les entreprises appa-
raissent aux côtés de celles liées à l’obtention des équipements et de la tech-

nologie, comme une grosse épine pour le développement de l’économie au Ca-
meroun.  En effet, l’existence au Cameroun de banques commerciales en grand 
effectif n’aide pas les entreprises du fait du rationnement et de l’échéance de 
remboursement des crédits allant difficilement au-delà du moyen terme . Cette 

situation n’encourage pas le développement de la concurrence par la création d’entreprises et donc la création 
des richesses et la lutte contre le chômage...      Read all the article: http://www.foretiafoundation.org/le-crowdfunding-un-
mode-de-financement-alternatif-pour-les-entrepreneurs-au-cameroun/

SUMMARY

Although HIV/AIDS is a manageable disease, related stigma and discrimination 
is still a major public health problem.Discrimination against people living with 

HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) in the areas of employment, education, individual liberties, ac-
cess to medical care, social security, access to bank loan, insurance, is observed in 
various settings, Cameroon included...      Read all the article: http://www.foretiafounda-
tion.org/zero-discrimination-are-we-there/

Nanko Nguepdjio Cyrille,
Economic Policy Analyst at the Nkafu Policy Institute, a Cameroonian think-tank at the 
Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation in Yaoundé

Prisca Mbah-Fongkimeh,
Health Policy Intern at the Nkafu Policy Institute, a Cameroonian think-tank at the 
Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation in Yaoundé

The Nkafu Policy Institute is a Cameroonian Think-Tank at the Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation which pro-
vides independent, in-depth and insightful policy recommendations that advance the Cameroonian economy 
and the economies of other sub-Saharan countries. Its reputation is founded on its independence, high quality 
research and innovative policy prescriptions. Its mission is to advance public policies that help all Africans pros-
per in strong, fair, and sustainable economies.

About the Nkafu Policy Institute



Article
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Article

Introduction

The West African Ebola outbreak on March 23, 2014 is one of the morerecent 
epidemics raising public health concerns and instilling global fear. Since the 

occurrence of this outbreak,the public health sector in many countries, including 
those that have never reported a single case, have been compelled to reinforce 
and strengthen their infection surveillance systems. With a case fatality rate of 
90% (Northern Zaire subtype) and 50% (South Sudan subtype), (1) there is the ur-

gent need to immunize susceptible populations to minimize the risk of disease resurgence. Although Ebola-af-
fected nations have recently been declared “Ebola-free” by the...      Read all the article: http://www.foretiafoundation.
org/ebola-virus-vaccine-development-and-prospects-for-a-recurrent-outbreak/

Introduction

A committee of the World Health Organization has declared the Zika virus a glo-
bal public health emergency. This designation gives WHO and member states 

the ability to recommend limits on travel in an effort to prevent the poten-
tial spread of disease, as well as being empowered to call for emergency measures 
and resources to combat an...      Read all the article: http://www.foretiafoundation.org/
is-zika-worse-than-the-ebola-epidemic/

Kareen Atekem,
Health Policy Research Assistant at the Nkafu Policy Institute, a Cameroonian think-tank 
at the Denis & Lenora Foretia Foundation in Yaoundé

Ebola virus 
Vaccine Development and Prospects
for a Recurrent Outbreak

IS ZIKA OUTBREAK 
WORSE THAN EBOLA EPIDEMIC?




